
For the most up-to-date event information,
visit our website! New events and changes
may have been added since publication of
this newsletter.

Wednesday, November 30th, 7pm
Shannon Cain Reading
Author Shannon Cain, 2011 winner of the
Drue Heinz Literature Prize, will be read-
ing from her book The Necessity of Cer-
tain Behaviors.

Thursday, December 15th, 7pm
Matthew D. Jackson Reading
Local poet Matthew D. Jackson will be
celebrating the release of his second book
The Sportsman's Guide to Field Dressing
Man.

Friday, December 16th, 9:30-?
Boxcar's Naughty or Nice!
It’s time for our annual holiday bash!
Whether you've been naughty or nice,
come on down to the Bluebird and show
your love for Boxcar and the Midwest
Pages to Prisoners Project!

Friday, January 20th, 7pm
Julia Karr Reading
Local author Julia Karr will be having her
book release party for her new book Truth,
the sequel to her novel XVI. Her last time
around packed the house! Come out to
support this YA author.

Weekly Meetings:

TheMidwest Pages to Prisoners Project
Now meets at 118 S. Rogers Suite #2.
Visit www.pagestoprisoners.org
or email mwpp@pagestoprisoners.org
for more information.

Mondays: 7-9pm (during school year)
Thursdays: 7-11pm Sundays: 2-5pm

Book and monetary donations should still
be dropped off at Boxcar Books.

The Bloomington Writing Project at
Boxcar Books: Tuesdays by appointment
only. Thursdays walk-ins welcome
3:30pm-6:30pm. Free non-fiction writing
help for all community members. Open to
the public. Volunteers at the Bloomington
Writing Project come from diverse back-
grounds, and offer writing consultation on
a range of projects. From memoir-writing
to application forms, an essay you’ve been
thinking about to a letter to the editor,
we're here to help you think through any
form of non-fiction writing. Visit:
bloomingtonwritingproject.blogspot.com

Monthly Meetings:
2nd Tuesday of Every Month: Deep Roots
Animal Sanctuary Vegan Pot Luck.
www.deeprootssanctuary.org

________________________________

Boxcar Books provides a free meeting
room and access to other resources for
community, activist, literary, and special
interest groups. The meeting room is sep-
arate from the retail space and may be uti-
lized before, during, and after normal
business hours. Please get in touch with us
to make our meeting space more active! To
reserve the meeting space for your group,
please contact: events@boxcarbooks.org.

If you would like to have an article in-
cluded in our newsletter’s Community/
Scene Report, or if you’ve had a change
of address but would like to continue re-
ceiving our newsletter, send an email
with your article ideas and new mailing
address to our newsletter editor at:
newsletter@boxcarbooks.org.
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This month at Boxcar, while roaming the rooms, I can’thelp batting my eyelashes at the stunning images Eduardo
Izquierdo captured for his current show “En Momiento.”

Eduardo’s show opened in early November, and I for one
can’t stop admiring the pieces and getting lost in the images.
Seriously!

November saw numerous events and happenings around
the shop, including a trip by some of our collective members
to Ann Arbor for NASCO, the North American Students of
Cooperation conference, where Boxcar was able to set up a
roving bookstore of sorts (similar to our current location,
minus the Spoon to our left with a slightly higher than aver-
age percentage of college students browsing our wares). The
event was a cool way to learn more about how other cooper-
atives function around the country, and Boxcar took away
some ideas for how to reorganize and expand our own mate-
rials. Be on the lookout for expanded sections, additional
sections, and some minor upheaval. It’ll be fun!

As in the past, Boxcar will be observing “Buy Nothing
Day” on the day after Thanksgiving, as a way to present a
definitive alternative to Black Friday and make what we hope
is a statement on over-consumption in our culture. We hope

that you are able to spend time with those you are close to in-
stead.

On the horizon for the coming months, Boxcar has some
exciting activities that we are planning or are involved in.
Most importantly, we are feverishly planning this year’s
Naughty or Nice event, a benefit for Pages for Prisoners and
Boxcar. In keeping with the traditions of years past, we will
have live music, the crazy-talent of the Bloomington Bur-
lesque Brigade, and of course, opportunities to pose with
Santa and Mrs. Claus and revel in some of your untold child-
hood fantasies. The event will be held Friday, December
16th, so keep your ear to the ground to find out further de-
tails!

And as always, we are still in need of some more won-
derful volunteers at Pages for Prisoners! I am reminded of
this as I consider the invasion of the Holiday Season and how
more than likely some of my fondest memories of holidays
are moments of down-time with my feet up, wrapped in 5+
blankets, nuzzling an over-sized mug of the prerequisite
warm drink, and a massive book (let’s say War and Peace).
You can help provide the joy of reading through Pages, es-
pecially for folks who need joy the most. Volunteer hours for
Pages, located at 118 S. Rogers, Suite #2 are as follows: Sun-
days, 2-5 pm Monday 7-10 pm Thursday 7-10pm. Winter
break hours: Sundays 2-4, Thursdays 7-9.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

NEWS by Sara
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TOP SELLING BOOKS FOR
OCTOBER & NOVEMBER
1. Shannon Cain The Necessity of Certain Behaviors
2. Rosario Montoya Gender’s Place: Feminist Anthropologies of Latin America
3. Steve Scafidi Sparks from a Nine Pound Hammer
4. Erik Larson In the Garden of Beasts
5. Jonathan Franzen Freedom: A Novel
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Art has always been an integral part of
my life. An artistic philosophy is some-
thing that I was not only raised around,
but taught to appreciate in every part
of life. I have lived in many places,
but after getting my degree at IU, I
decided to stay in Bloomington. The
culture and community here have re-
ally fostered my love and apprecia-
tion for art.

Painting came to me by chance.
While I was living in Hungary, I took
a trip to Transylvania. While I was
traveling, I illustrated and interpreted
what I saw in a little notebook. I
bought a packet of watercolors and I
was hooked. When I came back
home, I didn’t stop. I moved to paint-
ing larger pieces and found the
medium of painting to be a wonderful
way to express my thoughts and opin-
ions. My paintings feature emotions,
observations, or simply an ironic

twist to “normal” art conventions. My
collection is unique and a true expres-
sion of my heart.

2 THE RAILROAD CROSSING DECEMBER/JANUARY 20l2

Bloomington Fading continues to document the numerous
changes of the Bloomington landscape and architecture over the
last 120 years. Some new pictures reveal big changes on East
Kirkwood since the early 1900s, as it transformed from a mostly
residential street to a business community. The Monroe County
History Center is planning a Bloomington Fading exhibit in 2012
called “Bloomington Then, Meets Bloomington Now” that will
be open to the public and that will document how Bloomington
has changed through the years. For questions about Bloomington
Fading, feel free to contact Derek or Jennifer Richey at
derekandjenrichey@yahoo.com, or visit us on Facebook.

This picture depicts
what was 527 E
Kirkwood, also known
as “The Ritter,”
which was a famous
house near campus
from the 1920s. The
architect was the
eclectic John L.
Nichols. The picture
of the house is from
the very early 1900s—
it was on the NW
corner of Indiana
and Kirkwood (now
a parking lot).

These pictures
provide a
comparison of
Kirkwood looking
west from the IU
gates in 2011 v.
1909. You can
actually see
“The Ritter” on
the right side of
the 1909 photo.

SCENE REPORT:

BLOOMINGTON FADING
VOLUNTEER PROFILE:
PENINA GAL
Interview by Josh Caldwell

You recently
moved to
Bloomington.
What are some
of your favorite
things to do
around town?
Skating with
Bleeding Heart-
land Roller
Girls, drawing
comics at Soma,
eating every-
thing at the
Owlery, explor-

ing the library, and just walking around—I
keep finding new things everywhere. I saw
an owl on campus the other night!And I also
like helping out at Boxcar, of course.

What are some of your favorite things about
Boxcar?
Everything! That it’s volunteer-run, funds
Pages, is full of great books and zines, runs
some fantastic events, and it’s a comfortable
place to spend time in, too.

What section of the store will we most likely
find you in?
The comics section, definitely. I’m spending
time reorganizing everything in the room
right now, but I also just like looking through
the books we’ve got in there too.

I hear you’re a soccer fan. Who is your
favorite soccer club?
Can I say two? Palermo in Serie A and
Barcelona in La Liga.

When lunch times rolls around in the middle
of your Boxcar shift, what is your favorite
snack?
The tofu po' boy from Bloomingfoods! I'm
hooked!

What is your favorite book & comic?
That's a tough question! My favorite prose
author is Diana Wynne Jones. She mostly
writesYA fantasy novels, and she’s been my
favorite for almost as long as I can remem-
ber. As for comics, there are so many differ-
ent types, so it’s hard to say! Berlin by Jason
Lutes is a definite favorite. I also love Lynda
Barry (What It Is is one of the most inspira-
tional books out there), and a lot of the cur-
rent generation of French cartoonists, like
Joann Sfar. And a million more… that’s not
even getting into minicomics!

FEATURED ARTIST FOR DECEMBER: CAITLIN CARLSON

BOOK REVIEW
by Beth Brockman

King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed,
Terror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa
by Adam Hochschild

King Leopold’s Ghost is the true account of Bel-
gium colonialism in the Congo at the turn of the
twentieth century. This is a history book that reads
like an adventure story. Adam Hochschild’s main focus is a king who
robbed the Congo of its precious resources and terrorized its people, all
the while fooling leaders of all the great nations that his intentions in
the Congo were strictly humanitarian. This book also interweaves the
stories of great adventurers, missionaries, idealists, heroes, and villains
who all played a part in the drama King Leopold created. While this
book is about one of the darkest periods in colonial history and provides
disturbing details, it also presents a moving account of one of the first,
but lesser known, human rights movements of the twentieth century.
Overall, this book is a quick and moving read, full of details and facts,
but not in a way that will overwhelm or bore.

Jess Black is currently a senior at Millikin
University pursuing a BFA in Studio Art.
Her work derives from her subconscious
and imagination. Jess looks to the idea of

spontaneous and autonomous creation in-
spired by the abstract expressionists. In
Jess’s work, each creature is unique and re-
mains of its own world. In fact, a majority

of the crea-
tures Jess cre-
ates couldn't
exist in a “real
life” scenario
if they wanted
to. They are
intended to
enliven the
d o r m a n t
child-like hap-
piness in the
viewer, or at
the very least
let them crack
a smile!

FEATURED ARTIST FOR JANUARY: JESS BLACK

ZINES N’ THINGS
Reviewed by Caitlyn Thompson

Rad Dad issue #20

Rad Dad issue #20 discusses topics on special
needs children, traditional Japanese grandparents,
queer male allies, theABCs ofAnarchism, moth-
ering from prison, and many others.A letter from
an incarcerated birth mother really mademe think
about the difficulties of mothering from prison, and the struggles that
mothers are faced with when giving a child up for adoption.

“In 2007, over 147,000 children under the age of 18 hadmoth-
ers in prison. In the U.S., children of incarcerated mothers are five
times more likely than children of incarcerated fathers to end up in
foster care. In 1997, Congress passed the federal Adoption and Safe
Families Act (ASFA) requiring that if a child is in foster care for 15
of the past 22 months, the state must begin proceedings to terminate
the parent’s legal rights. These terminations are irrevocable, mean-
ing that the parent will have nomore rights to the child than a stranger
in the grocery store. Only three states make exceptions in the case of
incarcerated parents.”

Given these circumstances, one can see how adoption is one of the few
ways that incarcerated mothers and fathers might be able to maintain long-
term contact with their child or children.

Rachel Galindo is an incarcerated mother serving a long-term
sentence at the La Vista Correctional Facility in Pueblo, CO. Due to her
being incarcerated since early in her pregnancy, she chose to put her now
6-year-old son up for adoption. Rachel has the chance to see her son once
every couple of years, since he lives several states away with his adopted
parents. Rachel tries to stay in contact by writing letters and sometimes
making phone calls. It is very expensive to make a call ($4.60 for 10 min-
utes) so even that time is limited. This letter originally appeared in the
zine Tenacious: Art & Writings from Women in Prison #22. Each year, to
recognize that over 2/3 of women in prison are mothers to children under
the age of 18, Tenacious publishes a Mother's Day issue. Check out Rad
Dad and Tenacious zines at Boxcar!


